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quarters with no sentiment but coldness or hostility. The
controversies of the day had sown discord among literary
men; Schiller and Goethe, associating together, had pro-
voked ill-will from a host of persons, who felt the justice of
such mutual preference, but liked not the inferences to be
drawn from it; and eyed this intellectual duumvirate, how-
ever meek in the discharge of its functions and the wearing
of its honours, with jealousy and discontent.

The cavilling of these people, awkwardly contrasted with
their personal absurdity and insipidity, at length provoked
the serious notice of the two illustrious associates: the re-
sult was this German: Dunciad; a production of which the
plan was, that it should comprise an immense multitude of
detached couplets, each conveying a complete thought within
itself, and furnished by one of the joint operators. The sub-
jects were of unlimited variety; < the most,' as Schiller says,
c were wild satire, glancing at writers and writings, inter-
' mixed with here and there a flash of poetical or philosophic
* thought.' It was at first intended to provide about a thou-
sand of these pointed monoclistichs; unity in such a work
appearing to consist in a certain boundlessness of size,
which should hide the heterogeneous nature of the individual
parts: the whole were then to be arranged and elaborated,
till they had acquired the proper degree of consistency and
symmetry; each sacrificing something of its own peculiar
spirit to preserve the spirit of the rest. This number never
was completed: and, Goethe being now busy with his
Wilhelm Meister, the project of completing it'was at length
renounced; and the Xenien were published as unconnected
particles, not pretending to constitute a whole. Enough
appeared to create unbounded commotion among the parties
implicated: the Xenien were exclaimed against, abused, and
replied to, on all hands; but as they declared war not on
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